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safest approach for the teacher of English is through
the metrical sense. Most boys possess it, and almost
all can acquire it, and when it is once acquired it
opens the way to a very great deal of pleasure, even
though that pleasure may not be of the most refined
quality,

I should myself make the most of this possession
and use it as a starting point: it is well worth while to
invite a boy to consider the difference of the impres-
sion he receives from the lines,

So all day long the noise of battle rolled
Among the mountains by the winter sea,

from that derived from the same lines with a syllable
omitted,

All day long the noise of battle rolled about the winter
sea,

or, conversely, the difference between

Comrades, leave me here a little while as yet 'tis early
dawn,

with

Friends, leave me here a little, while as yet
Tis early dawn.

He will appreciate the pace at which the knights
trotted into the fight:

Close around him and confound him, the confonnder of

us all!
Pelt him, pummel him and maul him, rummage, ransack,

overhaul him,